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MESSAGE FROM THE PA CO-PRESIDENTS

Welcome back to school! We hope you had a wonderful
summer. A special welcome is extended to our incoming
families. We look forward to meeting you and your
children—the newest members of our Bronx Science family.
The school is bursting with energy this year! Even the
building has undergone some changes—the auditorium has
been improved, and windows have been replaced.

Our children are receiving a uniquely high-quality, well-
rounded education at the best high school in the country.
With this experience, they will become leaders of business,
industry, and the arts and sciences. They will join Bronx
Science alumni who are currently in leadership positions in
many fields. Our faculty and administration are top-notch,
passionate educators who strive for our children’s success.

They are working with insufficient resources, however,
and they can’t do it all. That’s where we come in. We parents
can and do make a difference in the education our children
get. Through the Parents’ Association, we provide much-
needed resources to the school to fund essential programs and
to purchase necessary textbooks and equipment. Money raised
by the Parents’ Association has been used for upgrading
computer facilities, maintaining lab equipment and materials,
purchasing Advanced Placement (AP) textbooks, sponsoring
college programs, supporting math and science research
projects, supplying uniforms for the sports teams, upgrading
the school’s security systems, etc.

You can see from this abbreviated list the importance of
what we do. Although the state pays for regular textbooks, it
does not pay for many AP textbooks; if we don’t supplement
the school’s budget, our children won’t get enough of them.
Our children get the best education available, but without
help through the college process, they’re at a competitive
disadvantage in getting into the best colleges compared with
their peers from other high schools. We sponsor college
programs that provide much-needed advice and information.
Led by two very capable parents last year, we published a
College Handbook to help parents and students navigate the
process. We also have purchased a new SAT tutorial program,
which is available online for all our students.

We could go on and on about old lab equipment, tattered
team uniforms, and the like, but, in short, our children need
us, our time, and our financial resources. There is a lot to be
accomplished. We have been busy this summer even before
the school year began. The senior portion of the College
Handbook was published, along with Chinese and Korean
translations. We have been working on improving our
communication with parents. Using the database of students’
names and addresses, we are helping families organize in
certain areas to arrange transportation to school.

We need your help. Our major fund-raising event of the
year, the Phonathon, will be held November 9 and 10 at the
UFT headquarters. We need volunteers to make phone calls
those evenings, and we need your financial support. You
should have received a letter about the Phonathon, and we
hope you will respond by sending a check before the event.
We’re asking for an annual contribution of $450 per student,
but this is only a suggested amount. If you can give more,
please do! The more we can give the school, the more the
school can give our children. Please make your check payable
to the Parents’ Association of the Bronx High School of
Science, and print your student’s name on it. Ask your
employer whether corporate matching gifts are available. 
Send your check to:

Parents’ Association
Bronx High School of Science
75 West 205 St., Room 134
Bronx, N.Y. 10468-1052

(continued on page 6)
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RESOURCES FOR PARENTS Announcements about routine school events
and activities are often made over the school’s public address system during third
period or home room, but with their growing sense of independence, few students
share this information with us. So how can parents keep in touch?

The school’s website, www.bxscience.edu, is one very comprehensive tool, with
coverage of events, academic and administrative departments and their staff, as well as
key publications and forms.

Our Parents’ Association also has its own website at www.bxsciencepa.org, where in
addition to viewing the latest news on PA and other school events, you can also access
past and present issues of the PA Bulletin.

Attending Parents’ Association meetings, and if possible becoming involved in
one of the PA committees or the School Leadership Team (SLT), is an ideal 
way to learn more about the school’s daily routines as well as its special events. The
insights gained can help you partner more effectively with your children to guide
their choices regarding academics, extracurricular activities, and college applications.

In addition to raising parents’ awareness of various happenings around the school, the
PA Bulletin aims to provide information on everything from report cards and
attendance records for incoming parents to the college process for those approaching
graduation, plus electives and independent research projects for those somewhere in
between. We also have a regular advice column for parents of Bronx Science students.
Our featured expert, Larry Zelnick, Psy.D., is a psychologist who works with children,
teenagers, and adults in New York City. If you have a question about how to handle a
problem you’re facing with your teenager, please e-mail it to meganruther@aol.com.

PARENT COORDINATOR Our school is very fortunate to have Cindy Golan
as its Parent Coordinator. Active in the Bronx Science community since 1995, first as
a parent and then working in the school’s computer department, Cindy was well-
qualified to take on the role created by the Schools Chancellor to ensure that there is
effective communication between a school and the families of its students. She e-mails
all the families, informing them of school goings-on. She even has her own Bronx
Science web pages, full of useful information and accessed from the link at the bottom
of the school’s home page or via the link provided on the Parents’ Association home
page. Cindy is available every day in school to help families whenever they have questions
or concerns. She can be reached on her office phone, (718) 817-7705, on her Department
of Education cell phone, (347) 563-4846, or by e-mail at golan@bxscience.edu.

Please note: Publication of an advertise-
ment in this bulletin does not signify an
endorsement by the Parents’ Association.



Out of all of a student’s experiences at
Bronx Science, arguably the college
process is the most terrifying. It forces
students and parents alike to make impor-
tant decisions, often without much
information, in a short period of time.
However, there are certain resources at
Bronx Science that can make this process
easier and more informative for students.

The Alumni Mentor Program
(AMP) meets a few times per year in the
fall and spring in the teachers’ cafeteria,
located down the hall from the guidance
office. The goal of AMP is to help
Bronx Science students in all grades
through the college process by giving
them the opportunity to work with
accomplished and successful Bronx
Science alumni. The alumni help
students with interviewing techniques,
essays, scholarships, and applications.
The program is entirely free because the
alumni generously volunteer their time.

I have found the alumni to be uni-
formly excellent, both in a larger group
setting and one on one. At one particu-
larly helpful session, an alum who is now
an admissions officer at a prestigious
university led the group through the
actual applications of students who were
accepted, wait-listed, and rejected at his
university. This type of inside look at the
college process is absolutely incredible
because it allows students to see the
admissions process in action through
the eyes of an actual admissions officer.

An alumna who works in the finance
industry personally helped my parents fill
out the bewildering array of financial-aid
forms with their seemingly endless array
of acronyms—FAFSA, CSS Profile, etc.
Without her help it is doubtful that my
parents would have been able to fill out
the forms as completely or effectively as
they did. I received exceedingly generous
financial-aid packages from all the
schools I applied to.

In addition, as a sophomore I found
my supervising scientist for the Intel
Science Talent Search through an AMP
alumna who worked as an associate dean
for graduate studies at a very prestigious
research hospital in Manhattan. When I
approached her at an AMP meeting and
explained my interest in volunteering in
a laboratory, she immediately gave me the

names of two scientists and told me to use
her name when contacting them. I work-
ed with both scientists for the following
two years, and in addition to successful
Siemens Westinghouse and Intel projects,
I developed a close enough relationship
with both scientists to ask them to write
letters of recommendation for me.

I would like to point out that my
AMP experience was not unique. Many
of my classmates who attended AMP
regularly formed similarly productive
relationships with alumni. These
students were accepted to Harvard,
Yale, Princeton, Stanford, MIT,
Cornell, Columbia, Brown, University

of Chicago, Brandeis, Duke, Carnegie
Mellon, Amherst, and others. Many also
received prestigious scholarships.

The AMP is truly an invaluable
resource that Bronx Science is privileged
to have. It can greatly help demystify
the college process and guide students
through a somewhat difficult period. I
strongly encourage current students—in
any grade—to attend all meetings.

For more information, please visit
http://www2.bxscience.edu/alum/2006/
or email alumni@bxscience.edu
Abba Leffler, who graduated from Bronx Science in June
2005, will be attending Princeton University this fall.

THE  B RONX SC I ENCE  ALUMNI  MENTOR  PROGRAM 
BY ABBA LEFFLER ‘05

SAT PREPARATION IS AN
INVESTMENT.

TESTTAKERS OFFERS THE
HIGHEST RETURN.

TestTakers graduates improve their SAT scores by an average of well over 150 points.
No course better prepares students for the SAT than TestTakers.

• Small Classes (10 students) • Weekly Extra Help Sessions

• Tailored Curriculum and • More Class Time than Princeton
Strategies for Every Level ReviewTM and KaplanTM

Still not convinced? We’ll set up a free SAT tutoring session in your home with
one of our top instructors. The session lasts about an hour and entails absolutely
no cost or obligation on your part.

This offer is subject to availability, so act quickly. Call (212) 466-9494 to make
an appointment. There’s nothing to lose, and a great SAT score to gain!

THE SMART CHOICE FOR TEST PREPARATION

THE AMP— PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

Since fall 2002, alumni have been returning to our school to work with students on college and
career choices as part of the Alumni Mentor Program (AMP). Alumni panels also present Getting
Started in the College Process—an annual event held on a Saturday afternoon in March for both
students and parents. “I like the comparison to seeing a movie together and discussing it afterwards,”
says alum Bryan Choi. The fall 2005 schedule of alumni meetings will be posted soon, and
although the focus is on seniors and juniors, all students and parents are welcome.

Bryan considers overall college-acceptance statistics for the Bronx Science class of 2005 to be the best
in five or 10 years. “I like to believe alumni had a contributing role in the favorable numbers,” he says.

As the program enters its fourth year, however, Bryan considers that two factors will determine its
continuing success—on the supply side, returning alumni, and on the demand side, participating
students. “Although we have had our share of regular alumni mentors, each making an impact on
many students over the years, promoting the program to current students has been a greater
challenge,” he says. “We have students who are repeat customers, attending multiple alumni
meetings (10 or more times in a few cases), others who attend only one meeting or, most
commonly, none at all. Those who attend multiple meetings benefit the most from the knowledge and
life experience that alumni have to offer.”

To get involved in the Alumni Mentor Program, contact alumnus Bryan Choi (’78) at
alumni@bxscience.edu
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Parents may wish to look out for details
of this year’s Club Fair, and encourage
their children to take the opportunity to
sample some of the 70 or more activities
available to them. But also keep in mind
that it's never too late to join—even if a
group has been meeting for a while.
Students interested in joining a club
should speak to its adviser, any of its
members, or the Coordinator of
Student Activities, in the COSA office
at the back of the cafeteria. 

Just a few examples of the innumerable
clubs at Bronx Science include the
Robotics Club (pictured below), the
League for Environmental Animal
Protection (LEAP), which organized
the school’s Earth Day celebration last
April, and the Model UN, whose
members meet weekly to discuss
solutions to problems facing the world.
The Model UN also spends time
honing parliamentary procedure and
public speaking skills in preparation for
competitions and conferences. Colleges
regard this club highly, according to last
year’s outgoing president, and with over
half the club’s past members heading off
to college this fall, there should be
plenty of opportunity to join. Check out
the LEAP and Model UN web pages,
reachable through the Student Activities
tab on the school’s website.

If your son or daughter has an idea for a
club that doesn't yet exist, the student
should talk to the Coordinator of Student
Activities, and ask for a packet with
guidelines, an application, and forms for
building, budget-allocation, and flyer-
posting requests. Basic requirements for
club founders: signatures of 20 interested
students, along with the commitment of
a faculty adviser. Once the application is
approved, a temporary charter is granted
for the club, which will be visited by the
senate chartering committee three times
a semester. At the end of the year, the
club is evaluated. If it meets all criteria,
the club gains a full charter, and writes
its own constitution.

Students interested in joining a Bronx
Science sports team can find out about
tryout dates from the Physical Education
department in Room 048D, check out
the listings on the school website, and
listen for announcements on the school-
wide public address system.

Last year many Bronx Science teams
scored at or near the top of their
division. Some are consistent division
winners, like the girls swim team, which
completed its fifth undefeated season in
five years, and also placed first in the
city team championships, again for the
fifth straight year. The boys gymnastics
team also completed an undefeated
season and placed first in the city—the
finest showing of its two-decade history.
Co-ed bowling, boys jr. varsity
basketball, girls golf, and boys handball
were among those teams achieving
undefeated seasons in their respective
divisions.

Stay tuned for 
additional club news 

in our next issue.

&&
CLUBS

SPORTS
BEAT

By Joel Chaiken

The boys outdoor track team stays busy competing at
large track meets. Last year, the team had 85
members, an all time high. Coach Cesar Gracia
says that everyone gets a chance to run and compete.

Every year, the Robotics Club competes in the FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and
Technology) robotics tournament. At this year’s event the Bronx Science team won the Kleiner,
Perkins, Caufield & Byers Innovative Business Structure award for its business plan and
entrepreneurial spirit.



EXCEPTIONAL TUTORING
BY A

MATH SPECIALIST

DR. RANDY MASON
( 9 1 7 )  6 8 7 - 7 5 5 3

All Levels
Study Skills

Special Exams

Amlon Tutors
“We get results”

One-on-one, In Home
All Subjects

SAT & ACT Prep

888-922-6566
www.nytutoring.com

Please note: Publication of an advertisement in this bulletin does not signify an endorsement by the Parents’ Association.

EDUCAID
EXPERT PRIVATE TUTORING

AT YOUR HOME

PREPARE FOR

THE NEW SAT 1!
• Elite, Patient, Supportive Tutors
• All Subjects/Exams
• Math/Calculus • Foreign Languages
• Physics/Chemistry • English
• Bio/Earth Science • History
• Computers • SAT I / II
• Economics/Statistics • AP Exams (All) (212) 766-5002

(718) 747-0173FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING
7 DAYS • YEAR ROUND

Q: WHY >200 BHSS STUDENTS USED ILT EACH YEAR?            A: WE HAVE >200 ACTUAL BHSS REFERENCES!
GRADES - 20~40%; PSAT / SAT I / SAT II - 150~300PT.

STUDENT SUBJECT / TEST / SERVICE RESULT

Monica SAT I, SAT IIs, Academics, College Adm. Advising Harvard / Yale / Georgetown
Jaclyn SAT I, SAT IIs, Essays Dartmouth, Cornell, Columbia
Naoko Math, Sciences, SATs, College Planning U Penn with scholarship
Arie All Subjects / Tests, College Adm. Advising National Merit Finalist, Williams, 

Middlebury with scholarship
David. SAT I: 1300s, SAT IIs: 600s, College Planning SAT I: 1570, SAT IIs: high 700-800, 

Full Scholarship to NYU Stern
Michael Math B / Chem / Physics: 80s High 90s - 100
Kelly SAT I: 1420,SAT IIs SAT I 1600, SAT IIs:800s

All Subjects/Tests • Multiple-Subject Tutors • College Admission Advising
IVY LEAGUE TUTORING CALL 1-877-IVY TUTOR

“You set the goals. We exceed them”                   www.ivyleaguetutoring.com

www.Educaidtutoring.com

MESSAGE FROM THE

PA CO-PRESIDENTS (CON’T.)

Also, please complete our online survey
at: http://www.bxsciencepa.org/survey.html

On the survey, don’t forget to:

3 indicate your ability to volunteer
for our Phonathon on the
evenings of November 9 and 10

3 give us permission to include
contact information in our Parent-
Student Directory

3 vote for your preferred PA
meeting location

3 tell us your skills, talents, and ideas
about how you could help the school

3 volunteer for a committee: e.g.,
The PA Bulletin, Fund-raising,
College, Bylaws, Transportation,
Hospitality, and Safety

3 give us suggestions!

The more we know about you, the
more we can help the school and our
children.

Please join us at our monthly meet-
ings, and attend our various programs.
Your time and effort will be greatly
appreciated and will benefit our children.

Jon Roberts & Mike Strauss

VALLO
Transportation, Ltd.

(718) 206-0200

SAFE, PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL 
BUS SERVICE

FOR

QUEENS
STUDENTS

We love what we do and it shows!
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2005
October 4 & 5 Tue., Wed. Rosh Hashanah (school closed)

8 Sat. SAT Testing*
10 Mon. Columbus Day (school closed)
12 Wed. PSAT Testing (daytime)
13 Thu. Yom Kippur (school closed)
20 Wed. PA Meeting, 7 PM†

22 Sat. ACT Assessment**
27 Thu. Parent/Teacher Conferences (evening)   
28 Fri. Parent/Teacher Conferences

(afternoon)

November 2 Wed. PA Meeting, 7 PM†

5 Sat. SAT Testing*
7 Tue. Election Day (school closed)
9 & 10 Wed. & Thu. PA Phonathon (52 Broadway, NYC)
11 Fri. Veterans Day (school closed)
24 & 25 Thu. & Fri. Thanksgiving Recess (school closed)

December 3 Sat. SAT Testing*
7 Wed. PA Meeting, 7 PM†

10 Sat. ACT Assessment**
26-Jan. 2 Mon.-Mon. Winter Recess (school closed)

2006
January 3 Tues. School Reopens

4 Wed. PA Meeting, 7 PM†

16 Mon. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
(school closed)

24-27 Tue.-Fri. New York State Regents Exams
28 Sat. SAT Testing*
30 Mon. Fall Term Ends 

(students not in attendance)
31 Tues. Spring Term Begins

February 1 Wed. PA Meeting, 7 PM†

11 Sat. ACT Assessment**
20-24 Mon.-Fri. Midwinter Recess (school closed)

March 1 Wed. PA Meeting, 7 PM†

23 Thu. Parent/Teacher Conferences (evening)
24 Fri. Parent/Teacher Conferences

(afternoon)

April 1 Sat. SAT Testing (SAT I only)*
5 Wed. PA Meeting, 7 PM†

8 Sat. ACT Assessment**
13-21 Thu.-Fri. Spring Recess (school closed)

May 1-12 Mon.-Fri. AP Tests
3 Wed. PA Meeting, 7 PM†

6 Sat. SAT Testing*
29 Mon. Memorial Day (school closed)

June 3 Sat. SAT Testing*
7 Wed. PA Meeting, 7 PM†

10 Sat. ACT Assessment**
15-22 Thu.-Fri. Regents Exams
28 Wed. Last Day of School

* SAT test dates and registration: www.collegeboard.org (School code: 333480; Test site: 33-170)
** ACT test dates and registration: www.act.org (School code: 333480)

† PA Meeting dates are subject to change. Please refer to the PA website at www.bxsciencepa.org for
the most up-to-date information.

BX SCI CALENDAR 2005/2006
Stay On Top Of Your Game

with
SPECIALIZED TUTORING

by 
UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR
Chemistry    Math    SAT II

Many years experience
with BHSS students

212-998-3742 (wk)
212-866-6878 (hm)

TUTORING
PHYSICS  – REGENTS  – AP

AP Environmental Science

by a Brooklyn Tech Teacher and Bronx
Science Parent

WILLIAM AGHASSI
212-927-4290
917-881-5755

Waghassi@hotmail.com

A unique service that links students in
competitive New York City schools with
experienced Ivy League Undergraduate
and Graduate student tutors. We
guarantee better grades, increased
confidence and retention of
knowledge, all at very low rates. Don’t
believe it’s possible? Call or check us out
online to find out how we do it:

IVY LEAGUE TUTORS FOR YOUNG ADULTS
www.ivyleaguetutors.net 

917 476 9071

I’LL GET YOU
THROUGH

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Licensed Science Teacher

Math and Science
SAT and Regents

(718) 897-2346

ACADEMY MT. ST. URSULA
DRIVER EDUCATION
330 Bedford Park Blvd, Bronx, NY

NYS APPROVED PROGRAM, SHORT WALK FROM SCIENCE

CALL (718) 364-5353
SENIOR LICENSE AT 17
INSURANCE DISCOUNTS

(CHECK WITH YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY)

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
IN THE STUDENT ACTIVITIES OFFICE

FALL / SPRING / SUMMER
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Time Sensitive Material

SAVE THE DATES!

Wednesday evening, November 9, 2005
and

Thursday evening, November 10, 2005
at

UFT Headquarters at 52 Broadway in Lower Manhattan

• Each evening of the Phonathon, parent volunteers call
other Bronx Science parents to solicit donations

• Some parents volunteer for one night only, others for
both nights

• A light dinner is provided

• Volunteers fluent in Korean, Mandarin, and
Cantonese are especially needed

Please volunteer, by completing the Parent Survey (on the PA website at
http://www.bxsciencepa.org/survey.html) or by calling the PA Office at (718) 817-7739.
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BRONX SCIENCE PA PHONATHON

Parent volunteers raise money at the 2004 Phonathon.


