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Five key elements are taken into consideration when reviewing college applications at the undergraduate or at the graduate levels. These include: grade point average (G.P.A.); standardized tests (e.g., S.A.T., G.R.E., G.M.A.T., L.S.A.T.); letters of recommendation; essays / letter of intent; and extra-curricular activities. G.P.A. along with the standardized tests are indicators of one’s promise of academic success in the elected major. 
The remaining three parameters help delineate the candidate’s profile by providing information such as personality traits (e.g., maturity, collegiality, leadership), which are not discernable in a transcript. 
Together, the five elements serve to 1) elaborate a comprehensive assessment of the applicant, and 2) estimate his/her chances to succeed in the chosen university and discipline. In sum, it is a matching process.  
Hence, it behooves the applicant to build a convincing portfolio as early as possible at the high school level, and select a university suitable to her/his needs and aspirations.
