Visiting Colleges…
Lissette Velez
Why Visit?

· to demonstrate serious interest in the school

· to get an actual impression of the campus/ college, not a brochure presentation

· get a real feel of the location (weather, culture, accessibility) and availability of services

· experience the transportation to and from home and school, and within the campus itself
Prior to Visit:

· make a list of what is important to you and prioritize

· do research to find schools that match your list, use Naviance and online forms
· schedule tour and visit with the various departments you wish to meet with, i.e. coach, admissions, health services and financial aid office

· form list of informed questions that will later be developed after tour

· prepare, camera, notepad, watch and good walking shoes
During Visit:

· ask candid questions (access to professors, laundry, and etc.)
· visit surroundings and availability of services

· eat on campus, visit library, and try to visit one dorm
· gather business cards to write thank you notes later on

· read and pick up all types of  literature to view school/ campus culture
After Visit:

· compare notes with student

· write thank you notes

· keep course catalog with graduation requirements for future referral
Cannot Visit, Then …:

· do research, ask questions via email
· do virtual tour
· speak to college advisor, guidance counselor, community advisors and seek advice

· interview/ speak to friends and family

· request for materials to be sent to you

